
BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

Book and  Tract   Work. 
J.   D.   MoFADEN,    -     -     EDITOR Alfl> MANAliKR. 

I think we might learn a lesson in tract 
work from the followers of Swedenborg, 
they scatter their large works free among 
the ministers and students. I only yes- 
terday received a circular offering to send 
me four works on payment of the postage. 
They believe in their faith, they scatter 
their points of faith, and the result* fol- 
lows. We profess to believe that we are 
nearer right than any other church and 
many act as if any other was right but our 
own. If it required any sacrifice to do 
this work it would be different, but it takes 
so little and the results are so magnificent 
that it is a wonder to me that every man 
and woman who can feel a dollar does not 
ship it to Brother Gnagey for the tract 
cause. 

Over one hundred thousand volumes of 
Swedenborg's works have been sent out. 
Those who distribute them say these many 
volumes have been asked for. Now why 
cannot the Brethren church during the 
coming year distribute one hundred thous- 
and copies of her own publications ? Im- 
possible ! by no means. It can be done, 
and should be done. Extend the lines 
this way, get new territory, enlarge the 
kingdom, multiply the subjects, increase 
happiness, save souls, honor Christ, we 
will have the good and God the glory. 
Take hold of Brother Miller's book, let 
us scatter it in every church territory in 
the brotherhood, and remember that a 
book of this kind can be sold to people in 
all churches, and wherein sold we are not 
only doing good but planting the name of 
our own church. 

I recently received a copy of the Meth- 
odist Protestant, the official organ of 
that church. It has such a good article 
on church extension that I will close this 
letter with it. If all points are not agreed 
to, there are some that are very sugges- 
tive. Our own church knows nothing 
about collections, notwithstanding the 
College giving. This church has a Col- 
lege they beg for and probably a do/en 
and a half of other lines of work ; their 
preachers are required to take up these 
collections. Some of our preachers take 
no collection, they have broad farms and 
I have heard them boast of them ; talk 
collection and they kick "Jeshurun waxed 
fat, and kicked." Deut. 32 : 16. These 
fat kickers are a hinderance to the pro- 
gress of a church, these are found in all 
churches, and 1 5 of the article refers to 
them, read it all. 

"How  shall we extend our church ex- 
tension work ?    How shall we strengthen 
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and extend our denomination so as to 
make it more effective and successful in 
building up the church of Jesus Christ ? 
Denominations are organized methods for 
Christian work, and the success of the 
work is contingent upon the wisdom and 
efficiency of the method. Some men suc- 
ceed by one method, some by another, 
but the best work can only be done when 
a man selects the method best adapted to 
him. Sincere conviction that our polity 
and doctrine are the best for us that can 
be adopted is absolutely essential. What 
a man profoundly believes in and loves he 
can discuss and advocate, propagate and 
defend. The first element then in the ex- 
tension of our church is a profound con- 
viction that it is right, Scriptural and 
proficuous. We should boldly declare 
our polity and doctrines, and convince 
men that principles of government are as 
clearly true and right as our doctrines are 
true and Scriptural. 

1. We should go only where there is 
need for religious work. We are not to 
compete, but to extend. We are not to 
antagonize other denominations, but to 
extend the kingdom of God through our 
own. A struggling church where there 
are two or three others that struggle does 
not command the sympathy of those most 
interested in the salvation of men. We 
must go only where we can do something 
worthy of the time, labor and money it 
costs. And when it is done successfully, 
the church will trust us with more and 
larger interests. 

2. We must teach our people the spirit 
of the Gospel. That is, not to give as a 
charity, but to give to God's work as a 
duty and a privilege, and help them to 
realize the reacting power of true giving., 
There is that which scatters and yet in- 
creases, and there is that which withholds 
and tends to poverly. Teach them that 
the church is better than the police in the 
maintenance of law and the preservation 
of order. That to build men up in the 
Gospel is to lessen crime, poverty and 
suffering, and thereby to le: sen the cost 
of criminal procedure and of charity for 
the destitute. John Frederic Oberlin ex- 
tended the Gospel into one of the most 
barren districts of France, and made it 
almost an Eden in morals and material 
prosperity. 

3. We must extend by abridgement. 
Our policy of giving a few dollars here 
and there to support a missionary in a 
church that ought never to have existed is 
suicidal. We are not raising money to 
piece out any one's salary, nor to support 
a church that will never get strong enough 
to stand alone. We will have to keep on 
with a bad policy and mend it slowly, but 

the policy should never have been inaug- 
urated. It is far belter to begin where we 
are needed,and concentrate onr strength, 
money and labor there, than to give a 
feeble assistance to a score of missions, 
half of which will fall as soon as ihe miss- 
ionary prop is removed. To have one 
mission a year blooming out into full- 
bloom churches is far better than a score 
of missions that will never bloom. 

5. Make an honest effort to increase 
this fund mandatory. When a preacher's 
report shows that he has given fifty cents 
or a dollar to each collection to escape 
conference censure, and has apologized 
to his people for the collections instead 
of exhorting them to give, call him up 
before the conference and ask why the 
people gave so small and so equal an 
amount to every collection. Make him 
teM the conference that he paid the money 
himself in order to prevent the barring of 
his official character, and if he squirms 
and resorts to innuendoes, call up the del- 
egate and ask him why the pastor failed to 
take the required collections. It is high 
time that we stop apologizing for these 
collections, and if apology is demanded, 
abolish them. We have no right to do, 
or require others to do, what we are a- 
shamed of. 

5. Read the vows of chinch member- 
ship from the pulpit every Sunday until 
the people learn that they promised God 
to give of their means to all the local and 
general interests of ihe church, as He 
gave them ability. Some people will 
wince under it, and perhaps stay away 
from church or demand a change of pas- 
tors, but any man who is afraid to hear 
the promise repeated that he made to God 
needs to go to the altar and do his first 
work over again. 

7. Preach the Gospel of missi( ns. 
The man who does not do that earnestly 
conscientiously, frequently, is not in (he 
right place in the pulpit. All of Christ's 
sermons and nearly all of his parables are 
missionary. He went to sinners at home 
and sent His Aposllts to heathen abroad. 
Let this spirit be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus. Let us go in Christ's name 
where we ate needed. Let us go in the 
solemn conviction that we are right, and 
let us go with money enough to show the 
people we are in earnest and have come 
to stay. JOHN DUKE MCFADEN. 

—In Switzerland where the air is pure 
and free from dust consumption is a great 
scourge. Six thousand and two hundred 
died of that disease last year in that one 
little country. The cause is the habit of 
the people to exclude all the air possible in 
winter, in order to save fuel. 


